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Nas scheduled to reopen next month 

playground at Pioneer Park in Novato on 

ed formation or video footag that 
could h Ip the in e tigation can 

Ln- call 415-897-4361. 
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FAIRFAX 

Town advances 
new ordinances 
for rent control 
By Adrian Rodriguez 
arodri uez@marinij.com 

Fairf a is on the erge of 
becoming th first Marin ju­
risdiction to have a ren con­
trol program prot ting t n­
ants from excessive annual in­
er as 

Th OU . 
~ ~ ~.=;,,, 

animou ly to app 
nces for rent tabiliza 

tion. 
Ov r th pa t t w ear , 

Fairfax has taken a number of 
actions to bolster tenant pro­
tections. Th council has ad­
opted an income-based rental 
di rimination prohibition, 
mandatory mediation for rent 
incr a xc ding 5% and a 
just-cause-for-eviction law. 

More recently, due to the 
COVID-19 pand mic, th 
council adopted an urgency 
moratorium on viction with­
out cause through Sept. 30. 

The rent stabilization ordi-

d ju t cause for evicti 
a sp cial m ting last 

nal vote is set for 
a1>1>rove , oth 

w talfo effect in 3 ---
ice Mayor Chance Cut 

· Monday that Fairfax, 
ulation of fewer th 

~~~ 

s b lie ed to b t 
smallest municipality aero 
th nation to take thi tep. 

"I think it's indicati e of the 
mom nt w 'r in · ard 
to concerns about on-
cerns about affora on-
cerns about making s that 
we have wor _-c-....._ iii --~ 
not only can --~but __ 
in our com ," Cutrano 
said. 'It's just on pi c of 
puzzle of. ma · · 
fiat's livable for a l=. ~~ 

nitely a hi toric mom 
Elsewhere in Marin 

r ha al o begun di 
rent control pointin 

ad-hoc commi to study t 
i ue. City official plann d 
on line forum Monday night t 
olicit input from landlord o 

pote · dinances. 
Anselmo T 

viously agre 
control usin 

irfax' decision a 
1-au_n_c-.-;-1n- g patl for delibera-

nance caps annual increases 
at 60% of the percentage in­
crea in th Consum r Pric 
naex. The annual adjustment 

how ver, cannot be greater 
tnan 5% IT'he cap is retroac­
tive to Feb. 2. 

The tfo n Council will 
rv a an a Qeal oara. Th 

town will work with I.:egal Ai 
o arin and the city of Berke­
eyi which has a rent control 

board, for support e vice as 
th r nt stabilization program 
gets off the ground. 

Th n w ju t-causc-for­
viction orainance would 

strengthen the e isting law 
with a ditional rotection 
for elderly disabled or ermi­
nally ill tenan . It would add 
school-year eviction protec­
t ions for ucators ana stu­
dent · r quir landlord k­
ing no-fault terminat10 to 
ma e r ocation ayment for 
tenants· and tighten oreach­
of-lease ualifications. 

The ordinance would also 
stablish prot ctions against 

what fair hou ing advocat 
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By Alex N. Gecan 
agecan@marinij.com 

ovato polic arr t d a 
man suspected of andaliz­
ing a car in a 'racially mo­
i ated" incident at the o­

vato Fair Shopping Center. 
The victim, a Black 

woman, told police that 
shortly before 6:30 p.m. Sat­
urday she was sitting in her 
car wh n a man "dir cted a 
racial slur at her" and spat 
on her hood as he walked 
by, aid polic Lt. Sophia 
Winter. 
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c phol s in th Elli 
law allowing land-

I o remover · 
from the market. -----~. 

e states that 
ed to rent w 

.___....,,.,.___... . ....,__,... J ..,.,_,,,,,,..__,,,,__LLl< O 

a 
I rate charged at the 
of removal from m 
nd that displac 

i==--- uld ha e th 
urn to the 

t's right to re­
be a length of 

------... g 
1v1ze a a 

ide inve tors f 
no-cau e just-cau e 

tions to get around ren 
" Luci Hollingsworth, 

....--

Elk 
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not a lack of drinking water 
a ome en ironmental or­
ganization ha ea erted. 

Whil th county r -
c i d ub tantial rainfall 
in late 2021, the park ser· 

ic ay January through 
ugust this year was the 

drie t th park has xperi-
enced in 128 years of rain­
fall records. 

M lani Gunn a park of­
ficial, said the elk still have 
access to water at prin 
and seeps in the reserve. 
The troughs are meant o 
provide uppl mentary wa-
er as the park staff awaits 

the start of the rainy sea­
on. 

"The park has found no 
d c a d lk at Tomal 
Point his year and plans to 
conduct th annual cen u 

The woman drove after 
th man to a k wh h spat 
on her car, and he "contin­
u d to verbally as ault th 
victim and used racial slurs 
against h r," Winter said. 
He also kicked her car door 
twic , causing mod rate 
damag ," h aid. 

The man left the shop­
pin · c nt r on foot and 
a witness called police. 
About two hour lat r, po­
lice found a suspect at Di­
ablo Avenue and George 
Str t n ar th hopping 
center Winter said. 

an attorn y at L gal Aid of 
Marin, said at the council 
mee ing. 

Hollingsworth urg d th 
council to adopt the stron­
g st prot ctions po ibl , 
adding tha despi e CO­
VI D-relat d moratorium 
and rental assistance, her 
firm ha defended 5 Fai -
ax re iclcnt in ca s in­
olving harassmen , inabil­

i y to pay r nt and fraudu­
lent no-cause evictions. 

Prop rty own rs and 
managers said they are con­
cern d about the implica­
tion of uch trong r tric­
tions on increases. 

M Ii a Prandi, own r of 
Prandi Property Manage­
m nt aid many ofh r cli-
en s use the rental income 
for r tir m nt a i t d liv­
ing and oth r ne ds. 

"We pride our el 
not ra1 1n r nts 

----.--..-----

the state, the tule elk were 
one thought to b almost 
e tinct. Settlers in the 19th 
c ntury had hunted th m 
for heir hides and tallow or 
drove th m away from th ir 

The suspec had 'drug 
paraph rnalia and wa 
heavily intoxicated at the 
tim of hi arr t, Wint r 
said. She said police "de­
t rmin d thi incid nt was 
racially mo i a ed' and "an 
unprovok d attack." 

Rob rt Lynn Thorne III, 
39, of Petaluma was ar­
r st d on suspicion of a fel­
ony hate crime and several 
mi d m anor and book d 
into the Marin County Jail. 
He remained here Monday 
in Ii u of 50,000 b il. He 
is White, according to hi 

Prandi aid. "I think what 
you're doing has great 
weight to it, but I also think 
that w n d to look at the 
fact n l l r 

nd om r ly 
on the income to Ii e on." 

Councilm mb r Barbara 
Coler said she supports the 
ordinance, but agreed with 
Prandi that "ther ' a lot of 
folks out there who are tr -
ing to do the right thing." 

Councilmember Renee 
Goddard said on of th r a­
sons she supports tne ordi-

ance is that it also allows 
property owner to p tition 
for ntal in r abov 
ith thrcs old wh n th y 
are in situations where that 
maximum cannot cov r 
managemen costs. 

Mayor Ste hanie Hell­
man said that while th 
state continue to ign more 
nd more housing laws into 

two winters. The Liman­
tour h rd d clin d from 164 
to 155 elk while he Drakes 
B ach h rd increa ed from 
138 to 139. 

In r pon e to th die-off, 

booking informa ion. 
"Hate crim s ar not onl · 

an attack on the victims 
th y targ t, they ar al o an 
attack on our entire com­
munity," polic hi f B th 
Johnson said in a prepared 
stat ment. ''We take reports 
of thi natur v ry riou ly. 
The safety and wellbeing of 
our community memb rs is 
our top priority." 

The d partm nt a k d 
anyone with information 
for the investigation to call 
415-897-4361 and refer nee 
ca e o. P22-3788. 

lie nook , "w t I th los 
of loca control." 

"This is something that 
we can do locally to support 
housing stability' Hellman 
aid. "It' anti-di lace­

ment. t's thinking about 
the wh le community." 

Curt Ries is a San n­
selmo renter and leader of 
the Marin Democratic So­
ciali ts of America, a group 
that i collecting ignature 
countywide to enact rent 
control aero s Marin. 

'I think we're really ex­
ited and proud of Fair­

fax," he aid, noting that 
rent control i usually a so­
ciat d with larg r munici­
pali ies such as San Fran­
ci co. "All r nt r de erve 
hese protection , regard­

I of wh r th y Ii , and 
this r ally op ns he door 
for the mall and medium 
citi s to follow suit." 

Members of 
the Tomales 
Point tu le 
elk herd 
roam in the 
Point Reyes 
National 
Seashore in 
coastal Marin. 
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groups and activists have 
call d for th park to r mo 
the Tomales Point fence as 
w 11 as to r mo private 
cattle ranches that rent land 
in the a bore. 

promotes exercise 

The Marin County I 
Library ha launch d 
a program called " to­
ryWalk," which run 
through o . 10. 

Th program aims t 
encourage e erc·se, e J 

ration and literacy by 1 
in tory board in loc 
neighborhoods. 

Rcsid nts will se tt 
stories as hey walk ne 
the Bolina , Civic Cent 
Corte adera, Fairfax, 
verness, Point Reyes ai 

tin on Beach librarie: 
and through o ato' : 
wok Park. 

Guides to the routes 
a ailabl at marinlibra 
org/storywalk, by scan 
ning the QR codes alo1 
ach rout and at libra 

branches. 

FAIRFAX 

Irish festival plann 
throughout weeke 

h 11th annual Fai 
fa Irish Festival is e, 
Friday, aturday and~ 
day. 

h nt will fi atu 
food, music and danci1 
showcasing more than 
30 p rform r at enuc 
around town. The fe t i 
val i pon or d by ar 
businesses, the Fa· rfax 
Parks and R er ation ] 
partment and the Fair 
Chamb r of Comm re( 

Mor informa ion i 
available at fairfaxiri l 
tival.com. 

are freed from their zoo 
prisonment." 

0th rs such as Ma 
Con ervation eague 

ironmental nonprc 
group and Rep. Jared H 
man aid that tule elk , 
ranche can coe ist. , 
D nnis, a board mem 
of th Marin Con r at 

eague, de cribed the pa 
d ci ion to provid w~ 
was "humane and api: 
priat . 

The debate on whethe 
ke p th fenc up scala 
Friday after park taff , 
covered a 100-foot sectioi 
the re erve fence had b 
toppled. Park staff fot 
se era] wooden fence pc 
had been cut at their b, 
Gunn said. 

The park has found 
id nc that lk ha 

the reserve. The park · 
launch d a criminal in, 
tigation and has reque 
anyon with informatio1 


